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Signage
In addition to the signboards proposed for tourists, a comprehensive and coherent route
signage strategy should be developed for the greenway. This should include
complementary signage towards the route from its hinterland and from the greenway
towards village centres and other features of interest.

5.

The following assessment is illustrated on the accompanying drawings, grouped by Section in
each case.
5.1







Flooding
The preliminary design should take account of the Dodder Flood Defence Scheme, which
is constructed or under construction from the Liffey as far as Ballsbridge. Further such
flood works are likely to be required farther west along the river and these should be
designed in a manner sympathetic to the greenway. Indeed, there may be considerable
scope for synergy between the proposed greenway scheme and the required flood
defence works.
Mitigatory planting
Where trees are required to be removed to facilitate the development of the greenway
route, compensatory planting should be provided nearby. Where possible, existing
greenery along the river corridor should be maintained.
Dog walkers
During the various route audit for the scheme, significant numbers of dog walkers were
observed along the river corridor, particularly in the parks along the route. It is likely that
the development and promotion of the greenway as a cycleway will alert dog walkers of
the presence of cyclists. However, additional signage warning dog walkers to be
conscious of leashes crossing the path of oncoming cyclists should be considered.



Synergy with utility proposals
The opportunities for synergies between the proposed Greenway Route along the River
Dodder and proposals for new or upgraded services / utilities should be investigated.
While it might provide an additional funding avenue, any appreciable volume of excavation
would increase the environmental impact of the scheme and the implications would
required detailed consideration.



Green Energy
The public lighting along the route will require power supply. Consideration should also be
given to the inclusion of small hydro power turbines that could power the public lighting.



Diversions during construction
The design of the route should have regard to the need to maintain access to parks and
the river corridor during the construction period, insofar as is practicable.

Feasibility Assessment

Grand Canal Square to Fitzwilliam Quay (Section 1)
The route will start from the Grand Canal Premium Cycle Route at Grand Canal Square at the
junction of Forbes Street and Misery Hill / Hanover Quay, about 500m west of the confluence of
the River Dodder and the River Liffey. The most logical route to the Dodder is along Hanover
Quay to the Grand Canal Dock lock gates. A new crossing of the locks will be required to
connect the route to the River Dodder at South Dock Road.
In the longer term, an alternative route may be provided following the construction of the Dodder
Public Transport Bridge connecting the eastern end of Sir John Rogerson's Quay to Ringsend
and on to the Poolbeg peninsula. This should provide a direct connection from the River Liffey
Cycleway scheme to the River Dodder Greenway on the eastern side of the river.
At the plaza in front of the Grand Canal Theatre, the layout of the planters is incompatible with
the provision of a high priority through route for cyclists. This issue was not addressed in the
design of the Cross-City Canals Premium Cycle Route but should be revisited when the Dodder
Route is developed, given the importance of the plaza as a principal intersection in Dublin City's
emerging cycle network.
(1)

Hanover Quay
There are buildings along the eastern section of the quay frontage blocking a route along
the Campshire. Hanover Quay is a quiet road suitable for on-road cycling in a shared
environment. A cycle track exists along the western section of the campshire, but it is too
narrow for two-way cycling and walking and would require to be widened within the
cobbled surface. Otherwise the route should remain on road until 30m - 50m before the
Dock Gates, before joining the Campshire. The principal interventions required along this
section of the scheme are:

Road resurfacing and possible drainage enhancements to provide a smooth cycling
surface;

Route signage;

Repaving of the eastern section of the campshire to provide a 4m wide areas for
pedestrians and cyclists with a suitable transition to the shared road area.

Some of these issues are elaborated on further in Section 6 “Developing the Greenway”.

Hanover Quay
Campshire
In conjunction with the above, it is recommended that Dublin City Council investigate the
scope for renovating the delapidated buildings along the campshire to provide passive
surveilance of the route and to continue the regeneration of the docklands area. A
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Strategic Development Zone is currently being prepared for the South Docks area and this
should have regard to the aspirations for the Dodder Greenway.

(3)

If the demolition of the delapidated buildings on the campshire is considered, it would be
preferable to provide a 4m wide zone for pedestrians and cyclists along the full length of
the campshire. This could be delivered as a future enhancement to the Greenway Route.
(2)

Grand Canal Dock Locks
The first significant obstacle to the route is the crossing of the Canal Dock Gates. There
are three separate locks (from west to east: Westmoreland Lock, Buckingham Lock and
Camden Lock) with landing areas in between. At present, it is possible to walk across the
lock gates of Westmoreland and Buckingham Locks and a fixed bridge exists across the
larger Camden Lock.

Canal Locks

South Dock Road
The area around the western landing at the Canal Lock is run down, with hoarding / high
walls on either side of the route. Presumably, this will be redeveloped at some point.
There is an opportunity as part of the South Docks SDZ to develop the former graving
docks behind the wall into a heritage feature. Should such a heritage feature be
developed, the heritage feature should logically include historical information on the River
Dodder, including the development of the Bohernabreena Reservoirs and water supply
infrastructure that can be visited further upstream. Features of ecological interest should
also be described. This would provide information to tourists setting off from the city on
the importance of the river to the city.
There is a wide route through to South Dock Road, and along the west bank of the River
Dodder to Ringsend Road Bridge. The surface is poor and would require treatment to
cater for cycling along the route.

Fixed Bridge (background)
Route from Lock

There is a range of options available to overcoming the obstacle posed by the Canal Lock.
Options for consideration might include:




Landmark fixed structure spanning over the three locks;
The bridges along the Grand Canal have a general clearance of 2.75m (9 feet),
however the railway bridge just upstream of Grand Canal Basin has a restriction of
2.45m. No such clearance restriction exists downstream of the Ringsend Road
Bridge. The Basin is regularly used by yachts and, on that basis, it would appear to
be impractical to impose a similar height restriction over the Canal Locks.
Consultation would be required with the City Council, the Dublin Docklands
Development Authority and Waterways Ireland if this option is to be further explored.
Three opening bridges or a combination of fixed and opening bridges across the
three locks. For example, (an) opening bridge(s) might be considered across
Westmoreland and Buckingham Locks together with replacement or augmentation
of the existing fixed bridge over Camden Lock to provide an overall wdith of at least
4m to accommodate cyclists along with pedestrians. Alternatively, the widths of
Buckingham and Camden Locks (and the island in between) suit a two span bridge
with a pivot on the island that would allow manual operation of a 3m wide structure
and would reduce running costs. This would be complemented by a fixed bridge
across Westmoreland Lock.

If the latter option (which is the more likely) proceeds, the two / three short bridges should,
if possible, be constructed on a straight line alignment or as near as possible. The
practicality of this will be dictated by the opening mechanism for the opening bridges,
which would best rotate horizontally rather than by lifting as this would involve less
disruption to the structure of the lock walls.
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(4)

South Dock Road

Ringsend Road Bridge Crossing
Development obstructs a route along the western side of the Dodder south of the
Ringsend Road crossing. Furthermore, the recent flood defence works immediately abut
the river and any new route on the western side would require significant modifications to
these Works. Fitzwilliam Quay on the eastern side is suitable for a cycling route. The
route will have to cross the Dodder in the vicinity of Ringsend Road, either upstream or
downstream of the Ringsend Road bridge (Ringsend Road bridge is too narrow to
accommodate two traffic lanes and the proposed Greenway Route. The footpaths on
Ringsend Road Bridge are much too narrow and there is a separate need to provide
improvements for pedestrians and cyclists along the route from Ringsend to the city
centre).
The greenway route will also have to cross Ringsend Road from north to south. At
present, there are steps from South Dock Road up to Ringsend Road, forming an
obstacle to cyclists and the mobility impaired. There is no scope for the route to pass
under Ringsend Road so the route design will require measures to overcome this level
difference. [There is an alternative route following South Dock Road around to the west
onto Ringsend Road at the South Lotts Road junction - but this is too circuitous to be
attractive.]
Ringsend Road bridge is an attractive masonry structure and any new bridge adjacent
would require high quality architectural design to complement the existing views of the
bridge.
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feasible, consideration could be given to making Fitzwilliam Quay one-way with return
access to / from Irishtown Road via Dermot O Hurley Avenue.

Ringsend Road Bridge

Steps to Ringsend Road

Possible design solutions might include:

Bridge crossing north of the Ringsend Road bridge into the grounds of St. Patrick's
Church with ramped approach on South Dock Road; Toucan crossing across
Ringsend Road on the eastern side of the road bridge;

Toucan crossing across Ringsend Road on the western side of the road bridge and
bridge crossing immediately upstream of Ringsend Road bridge on the southern
side.

Fitzwilliam Quay (view south)

Fitzwilliam Quay (view north)

The southern part of Fitzwilliam Quay comprises a footpath and linear park. There is
scope to provide a two-way cycle track through the linear park alongside the footpath. The
route is obstructed by an old pump-house and the best solution would be to leave the
footpath pass on the narrow western side of the building and to take the cycle track
around the other side.

Either option is feasible but the upstream option might be somewhat less intrusive.
Nevertheless, independent of the River Dodder Greenway Route, there is a need to
improve facilities for pedestrians across Ringsend Bridge. This is part of the most direct
route for pedestrians from the city centre to the amenity areas of Poolbeg and
Sandymount Strand and the current facilities provided are substandard. It may therefore
be the case that new structures are required on both sides of the bridge - the bridge on
the downstream side could perhaps be provided for pedestrian use only and the bridge on
the upstream side shared as part of the greenway.

Linear Park on Fitzwilliam Quay
(6)

Ringsend Road Bridge

Upstream side of Bridge

Pumphouse

Interface with Sutton to Sandycove Route
It is recommended that consideration be given to running the Sutton to Sandycove Route
along the River Dodder Walking and Cycling Route from Grand Canal Square to
Fitzwilliam Quay - at least in advance of the completion of the River Dodder Public
Transport Bridge across the mouth of the river at Sir John Rogerson's Quay. A possible
route along Dermot O'Hurley Avenue and St. Brendan's Terrace into Ringsend Park has
been identified that could link onward to Strand Road. This has been postulated in a
separate report by Roughan & O'Donovan and is beyond the scope of this study.

It is recommended that the design is progressed on the basis of a 4m wide new light
independent bridge crossing on either side of Ringsend Road Bridge. (The bridge on the
north side could be constructed as 2m wide between parapets if cyclists are not to be
accommodated).
(5)

Fitzwilliam Quay
There is a wide road carriageway with parking on either side along Fitzwilliam Quay.
There is also a wide footpath on the river side. The road space would need to be
reapportioned to gain additional space for a two way cycle track along the northern
section. This will require adjustment to the current parking facilities. Should this not prove
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Londonbridge Road / Bath Avenue to Ballsbridge (Section 2)
(1)

London Bridge to Lansdowne Road
Between Londonbridge Road / Bath Avenue and Lansdowne Road, there are pedestrian
routes available on both sides of the river. The route on the eastern side was recently
upgraded as part of the River Dodder Flood Defence Scheme. However, this route is quite
narrow with a width of approximately 2.0m along the edge of Lansdowne Tennis Club.
There are also pedestrian barriers along this section of the route which obstruct access
for cyclists. There are occasional galleries along this section which permit passing - but
overall it is considered unsuitable for the proposed River Dodder Walking and Cycling
Route due to the narrowness.
It is desirable for the greenway to remain on the eastern (left) bank of the river along this
section so as to avoid the need to cross the river twice at Bath Avenue and Lansdowne
Road. It will be necessary therefore to widen the existing walkway to 4m to accommodate
cyclists and pedestrians. The feasibility of widening the path into the river by the provision
of a 2m cantilever should be explored at preliminary design stage. The principal concern
with such a proposal is likely to be flooding considerations. However, given the width of
the river at this point, and assuming a similar open parapet to the existing walkway, the
impact of a cantilever structure on the carrying capacity of the river is likely to be almost
negligible.

London Bridge
Alternatively, a boardwalk / independent structure could be constructed upstream or
downstream of the existing bridge. A toucan crossing would be required across Bath
Avenue - and the shuttle signals amended to ensure priority lies with the Greenway route.
London Bridge Road to Lansdowne Road
The path between Bath Avenue and the Aviva Stadium on the western side of the river is
of good quality construction (fine cold rolled asphalt) and is in excess of 5m wide - it is
used as a main access to the stadium on match days. However, it narrows down to 1.8m 2m past the stadium and this would need to be widened to 4m minimum to accommodate
the proposed high quality greenway for which there is space available within the grass
verges. There are no particular environmental sensitivities along this section that would
prevent this.

Route along Eastern Side of River
In the event that widening the path on the eastern side of the river is found to be infeasible
or impracticable, the route could alternatively cross the river at Londonbridge Road / Bath
Avenue and cross back at Lansdowne Road. This would however lead to a requirement
for four sharp cornering manoeuvres for cyclists, reducing the attractiveness of the route
and likely leading to many cyclists attempting to force their way up the narrow path on the
eastern side of the river.
Notwithstanding the above concerns, the issues facing the alternative route are explored
below.
London Bridge
London Bridge currently operates on a shuttle basis, with one lane alternatively catering
for eastbound and westbound traffic movements. The shuttle runs along the middle of the
bridge. It may be possible to amend the cross section of the bridge to move the traffic
lane to one side. This would create space for a two-way cycle route or at least a 3m wide
shared area on the other side. This would be the absolute minimum provision required to
accommodate a route capable of achieving the objectives of a high quality greenway.
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Walkway from Bath Avenue to Stadium

Route past Stadium

Lansdowne Road Bridge
There are residential properties between Lansdowne Road and Shelbourne Road and the
left bank of the river upstream as far as Ballsbridge. There is no scope to continue a route
along that side of the river without land acquisition. As such, the alternative route would
have to cross back across the Dodder at Lansdowne Road Bridge. This bridge currently
carries two traffic lanes with narrow footpaths. The options for the treatment of the
crossing are similar to those at London Bridge:

Implement shuttle system for traffic on the bridge and run the Dodder Walking and
Cycling Route down one side;

Construct a boardwalk / independent structure upstream or downstream of the
bridge.
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route along the River Dodder. As such, a major structural intervention is required at this
location. This challenge is further complicated by the presence of a major watermain
within the same corridor. Detailed consideration will be required at preliminary design
stage to establish how best to construct a new underpass under the railway on the southeastern side of the river. It may be the case that the underpass would be located slightly
south of the river to avoid impacting on the existing bridge abutments. This would however
have the drawback of requiring land acquisition from Marian College on the eastern side
of the railway and from another property on the western side which is a walkway access to
the AIB Bank headquarters nearby. It is noted that four separate underpasses were
successfully constructed under the railway as part of the Lansdowne Road (Aviva)
Stadium redevelopment. [The railway underpass was closed for flood defence works when
the Route Audit was undertaken.]

Lansdowne Road Bridge
Lansdowne Road Crossing
A toucan crossing is required across Lansdowne Road east of the bridge across the
Dodder.
(2)

Lansdowne Road to Railway Crossing
There is no available route on the north-western bank of the river, as private properties
extend to the riverbank. There is a route along the opposite right bank beside Marian
College school, which was recently improved as part of the flood defence scheme. This
section of the route varies in width from about 2.5 minimum at pinch-points to 4m, but is
generally adequate as far as the railway crossing. It may be desirable in future to widen
the path at pinch-points by constructing a cantilever boardwalk into the river corridor - but
this would rank as a relatively low priority compared to the other interventions being
proposed by this study.

Railway Bridge Across Dodder

Pedestrian Underpass

An alternative (but significantly more expensive) option would be to replace the railway
bridge structure altogether. The bridge recently suffered damage during the major
flooding of October 2011 and required remedial works to be undertaken. A new structure
would be better suited to withstanding flood events and could indeed have a longer span
allowing:
(a) the greenway route to pass beneath the main span; and
(b) the greenway route to form part of the river channel in flood flow.
The replacement of the railway bridge would require a major logistical operation, given the
importance of the east coast rail line and the undesirability of its closure for a lengthy
period to allow the construction / erection of the new bridge. It would be more pragmatic to
separate that project from the Dodder Greenway by focussing on either the improvement
and widening of the existing underpass or its replacement with a new underpass in the
short term.

Route between Lansdowne Road and Railway Crossing
Consideration should be given to the relatively uncommon plant Ivy Broomrape
(Orobanche hederae) which has been recorded between the River and Marian College.
(3)

Railway Crossing
The east coast railway line - which carries Intercity and DART services is a major obstacle
to the greenway route. The railway crosses the Dodder at the Aviva Stadium and indeed
passes under the western stand of the stadium. The railway bridge is a composite
structure and the steel beams supporting it are quite deep with very limited vertical
clearance above river flood level. As such, it is infeasible to run a boardwalk under the
railway bridge within the river corridor.
There is an existing underpass on the southern side of the river, which is uncomfortably
narrow and prone to flooding. It is inadequate for the proposed high quality greenway
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Ballsbridge: Beatty's Avenue to Herbert Park (Section 3)
West of the railway bridge, the existing riverside walkway continues for approximately 300m to
Beatty's Avenue at Ballsbridge. This section is at least 4m wide and is not open to general
traffic (it is used for occasional maintenance access). It is perfectly suited for shared use.

Option 1: Beatty's Avenue to Herbert Park Hotel
This is the most direct of the route options considered - but the most problematic in terms of
crossing Pembroke Road. The route would run along Beatty's Avenue - a quiet residential street
suitable for shared use to Pembroke Road at Ball's Bridge over the river. A toucan crossing
would be provided across Pembroke Road in the middle of the staggered junction between
Anglesea Road and Shelbourne Road. This would require amendments to the current traffic
signal cycle to create an additional phase for the crossing. It could however be achieved within
the existing signal operations with minor amendment, similar to the recent addition of a toucan
at Leeson Street Bridge as part of the Grand Canal Cycleway.

Railway Crossing to Beatty's Avenue
At Ballsbridge this section includes one of the most complex road crossings required along the
route, as it traverses the busy junction of Pembroke Road / Merrion Road, Anglesea Road and
Shelbourne Road. Route choice through Ballsbridge will be greatly influenced by the direction of
the greenway as it heads west towards Donnybrook. West of Ballsbridge, Anglesea Road is
mostly shielded from the river by residential development along the riverbank. Any route along
the southern side of the river would therefore require crossing through Donnybrook crossroads.
Any such crossing would be even more problematic than the crossing of Pembroke Road and,
in view of the fact that a route on the southern side wouldn't run along the river, it is considered
preferable that the westward continuation of the route from Beatty's Avenue should be on the
northern side of the river.
The following route options discussion is primarily engineering focussed but it would be
desirable to undertake a more holistic study of the urban realm in Ballsbridge Village, which is
currently dominated by traffic. Merrion Road / Pembroke Road is a primary radial transport
corridor for general traffic, buses and cyclists into Dublin City Centre from the south-eastern
suburbs. Anglesea Road - Shelbourne Road is a somewhat lesser, but nonetheless, important
orbital route from Milltown / Clonskeagh towards the southeast city centre employment zone.
The traffic function of these routes is incompatible with a pleasant village centre environment
and a broader study of Ballsbridge Village should be undertaken investigating the scope to
either:
a)
Reduce the importance of the traffic routes with a view to promoting alternative routes
away from Ballsbridge Village and redistribute the urban space to create friendlier urban
village environment; or
b)
Re-engineer the existing roadspace to reduce the dominance of traffic in the streetscape,
while maintaining the necessary traffic capacity for the crossing traffic routes.

Beatty's Avenue
Anglesea Road

Beatty's Avenue

Balls Bridge

Beatty's Avenue

Pembroke Road (looking Northwest)Balls Bridge

Anglesea Road

It would be beneficial if this study were undertaken in parallel with the preliminary design of the
Dodder Greenway to allow the Greenway design to take account of any changes proposed.
A grade separated solution is not considered feasible at Ballsbridge due to:
a)
An overbridge is unlikely to be workable on visual impact grounds.
b)
An underpass is unlikely to be feasible due to services constraints and proximity to the
river.
A number of route options have been investigated for this section, as set out below.
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Pembroke Road (looking Southeast)
The route would continue into green space on the southern bank of the Dodder before crossing
to the Herbert Park Hotel and Apartment complex upstream of Ball's Bridge. This would require
either:
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a new bridge upstream of Ball's bridge; or
a boardwalk style extension on the western side of Ball's Bridge.

This option would better suit the existing traffic signal arrangements at the Anglesea Road /
Pembroke Road / Merrion Road / Shelbourne Road series of junctions and may prove attractive
if traffic capacity requirements render Option 1 undesirable.

While the latter might appear unattractive from an aesthetic and heritage perspective due to the
impact on the historic Ball's Bridge, it is understood that flooding considerations require the
open balustrade style western parapet of that bridge to be sealed. The construction of a
boardwalk style extension on the side of the bridge would create an opportunity to retain the
existing attractive parapet on the bridge and to provide a new solid flood protection barrier on
the edge of the boardwalk. This would achieve the objectives of the flood defence scheme,
while catering for the Dodder Greenway route.
There is an opportunity to develop a focal feature in the green space on the southern riverbank
immediately adjacent to Balls Bridge. There is a now disused public convenience facility on this
site at present and there is an opportunity to redevelop the site to provide a cafe, local
information centre and stopping point along the Greenway Route. The scope for the
development of such an amenity should be investigated as part of the broader Ballsbridge
Urban Village study, suggested above.
The route would continue alongside the Herbert Park Apartment complex / Hotel into Herbert
Park. It is noted that this section is currently private and that either:

Land would need to be acquired from the Hotel / Apartment Complex; or

A new boardwalk structure would be required on the outside of the Quay Wall.

Option 3: Herbert Cottages to Herbert Park Hotel
This option is as Option 2 but following a route along Herbert Cottages and Ballsbridge Avenue
rather than Beatty's Avenue so as to arrive at the Anglesea Road junction directly. It avoids the
need to cross in front of the shops at Crowe's and Cullen's pubs and to disrupt the parking and
public space which is heavily used during matches at the nearby Aviva and RDS stadia.
Option 4: Boardwalk on East Bank (left side) of River
This option is as Option 1 but with a boardwalk on the opposite side of the river to the Herbert
Park complex and a new pedestrian / cycle bridge beside the Herbert Park complex access
bridge, most likely on the downstream side.
Any of the above options should include provision for transition from the Merrion Road /
Pembroke Road cycle lanes onto the proposed greenway route.
Options 2, 3 and 4 as outlined above follow the east bank of the river. The invasive plant
Japanese knotweed is found along the river bank in this area and careful consideration is
required during removal to avoid the spread of this species. There is no significant botanical
interest on this side of the riverbank.

The river bank along to the south of Embassy House contains a number of trees and plants of
botanical interest and is dominated by remote sedge (Carex remota), broad-leaved helleborine
(Epipactis helleborine), red campion (Silene dioica) and primrose (Primula vulgaris). The banks
are known to contain an abundance of Japanese knotweed, an invasive plant which will require
careful management for removal and to prevent further spread.
Bats commonly use the area with up to five species recorded along this stretch of river. The
protected kingfisher has also been recorded using the site, although there is no nesting
opportunity for the bird.

Views Eastward towards Balls Bridge from Herbert Park Hotel and Anglesea Road
Option 2: Beatty's Avenue to Herbert Park Hotel
Instead of crossing at the top of Beatty's Avenue, this option would amend the kerbline and/or
restrict parking in front of the commercial premises east of Ball's Bridge. A toucan crossing
would be constructed at the Anglesea Road Junction and the route would run along the
southern (left) side of Anglesea Road to the bridge into the Herbert Park complex. A new
toucan crossing and pedestrian / cycle bridge would be provided on the southern side of the
Herbert Park complex access bridge.
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(3)

Herbert Park through Donnybrook to Eglinton Road (Section 4)
(1)

Herbert Park
There is an existing wide, well surfaced and lit pathway route along the southern side of
Herbert Park as far as Eglinton Cottages at Donnybrook. DCC Parks Department has
suggested that the existing park boundary on the west side of the route should be
removed to better integrate the greenway route into the park. A new low wall (for flood
defence purposes) is required along the river side of the route.

Crossing of Donnybrook Road
Donnybrook Road is a primary access route and Quality Cus Corridor into Dublin City and
carries heavy traffic volumes. It is also a major cycle route that carries one of the highest
volumes of cyclists in the city. A bridge across the road is unlikely to prove attractive as a
bridge over such a road would require a vertical separation of at least 6.5m over the road.
This is unlikely to prove attractive to users. An underpass would be better, as
underpasses require vertical separation of the order of 3.5m. However, an underpass is
likely to prove infeasible as Donnybrook Road is also a primary services conduit to the city
and it would likely prove too costly to rearrange the services to suit an underpass.
There is an existing pedestrian crossing at the shop just north of the Eglinton Terrace
Junction. A second cycle crossing is required at the Eglinton Terrace Junction that would
operate in parallel with the existing pedestrian crossing. The programming should be
altered to shorten the wait time for the crossing. The impact on traffic should be relatively
minor as nearby major junctions such as Donnybrook Cross control the flow of traffic and
restrict the green time for the arterial route. Care should be taken in the programming of
the signals to ensure that buses on the Stillorgan Quality Bus Corridor aren't impacted
upon.
There is an issue at the eastern side of Donnybrook Road in terms of providing a landing
for the eastern side of the proposed toucan crossing. Consideration should be given to
restricting movements on Eglinton Terrace to make it either one way in or one way out. It
might even be possible to cul-de-sac the road at the junction with Eglinton Terrace but it
would be necessary to provide a turnaround for vehicles and space is limited at the
junction. The existing access into Donnybrook Rugby Stadium should also be reviewed in
the design of the toucan crossing. Its integration into the Eglinton Terrace Junction might
simplify traffic movements at the access. Provision should also be included for transitions
from the Donnybrook Road cycle lanes onto the proposed greenway route.

Route along the Eastern Side of Herbert Park
(2)

Eglinton Terrace
There is an access into Eglinton Terrace at the south-western end of Herbert Park.
Eglinton Terrace is a quiet residential estate along the northern bank of the river. The
route is considered suitable for shared use due to the slow speed and volume of traffic. If
it is desirable to provide a segregated route, then it should be possible to acquire a strip of
unused land from Donnybrook Rugby Stadium along the northern end of Eglinton Terrace.

Access to Herbert Park

Eglinton Terrace

Existing Crossing
(4)

Donnybrook Road to Eglinton Road
Brookvale Road (West) is generally suitable for cycling but is currently used as a traffic
shortcut between Eglinton Road and Donnybrook Road. The existing one-way
arrangement at the northern end is regularly ignored as there is just a hatched road
marking rather than a footpath build-out to restrict the width of the road to in-only.
Consideration will be required of the desirability of maintaining access onto this road from
Donnybrook Road if it is to accommodate a high quality pedestrian and cycle route. The
restriction of this movement would also benefit through traffic flow on Donnybrook Road.
Some reorganisation of kerblines, planting and parking facilities will be required at the
western end of the proposed toucan crossing across Donnybrook Road to accommodate
a suitable landing area.

Donnybrook Rugby Ground Cyclists on Eglinton Terrace
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5.5

Eglinton Road to Dundrum Road (Milltown) (Section 5)
(1)

Brookvale Road (West)

Eglinton Road to Beech Hill Road Weir
The first challenge along this section will be to achieve a satisfactory crossing of Eglinton
Road. It is likely that, in order to accommodate a sufficiently attractive priority for
pedestrians and cyclists that a fully signalised junction will be required (or at least toucan
crossings on the eastern and western sides of the junction operating in parallel). The
route will then continue into Brookvale Road (East) to rejoin the River Corridor.

Southern Landing Area

It is not considered feasible to follow the river between Herbert Park and Donnybrook /
Eglinton Road for the following reasons:
(a) Development along the right (southern) bank of the river on Anglesea Road;
(b) Donnybrook Rugby Stadium generally abuts the river corridor;
(c) There is no scope to cross under the road at Donnybrook Road Bridge due to the
span width and flood clearance requirements;
(d) It is unlikely that a toucan crossing affording sufficient priority to pedestrians and
cyclists could be accommodated at the extremely busy and complex Donnybrook
Cross Junction.

Existing Junction of Eglinton Road and Brookvale Road (looking North)

Existing Junction of Eglinton Road and Brookvale Road (looking South)
Brookvale Road (East) is a quiet residential cul-de-sac suitable for shared use. The
precise nature of the crossing across Eglinton Road will require detailed consideration
such that there is (/are) (a) suitable landing facility(/ies) for any crossing(s). The existing
entry is very wide for a cul de sac - A shuttle arrangement for general traffic akin to that at
St. Bridget's Church Road / Merville Road in Stillorgan may merit consideration (See
photo below). There is significant scope to reduce the road width on Brookvale Road at
the mouths of the junctions on either side of Eglinton Road. This would be of great benefit
to the proposed crossing of the latter. Provision should also be included for transitions
from the cycle lanes on Eglinton Road onto the proposed greenway route.
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Brookvale Road (East)

Existing Bridge to Beaver Row

There is an existing path from the end of Brookvale Road (East) along the river that would
need to be widened to 4m to accommodate the proposed greenway. The levels may also
need to be raised somewhat to avoid impacting on tree roots. There are attractive old
railings along the path but these have spikes on top and would require amendment to
reduce the hazard these would pose to cyclists.

Shuttle arrangement at entry to Merville Road in Stillorgan

Brookvale Road (East)
The greenway route rejoins the River Dodder at Brookvale Road (East) where is a choice
to either continue along the north bank or to cross the river to the south bank at Beaver
Row.
Beaver Row / Beech Hill Road on the southern side of the river is generally unsuitable for
pedestrian and cycle traffic as the road is very narrow and heavily trafficked. If the
greenway route were to cross to that side, the existing very narrow footbbridge from
Brookvale Road (East) would need to be widened and a boardwalk developed along the
riverside to accommodate the route. It may be preferable to stay on the western side of
the river, at least as far as the weir at Beech Hill Road.
It would be desirable to widen the footbridge to Beaver Row so as to provide a good
connection towards the large Beech Hill Estate residential area on the southern side of
Beaver Row. The population of this area could then bypass the busy Donnybrook Cross
junction and join the greenway for short cycle trips towards Donnybrook village.
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River Path towards Clonskeagh Road
(2)

Beech Hill Road Weir to Clonskeagh Road
The existing path along the eastern side of the river hits a constraint at Ashton's pub
where the route currently climbs up a steep incline and steps to Clonskeagh Road. A
number of route options have been investigated for overcoming this obstacle.
The first option would be to cross the river to continue the route as far as Clonskeagh
Road. This bridge could be located at 3 sites as follows in increasing distance upstream:

Beech Hill Road Weir

Ashton's Pub;

At the old Smurfit Paper Mills complex.
It is understood that DCC is seeking to acquire two properties abutting the River on the
eastern side adjacent to the Beech Hill Road Weir as part of the River Dodder Flood
Defence Scheme. These would provide a suitable landing point for a bridge across the
river at the weir - that could become an architectural feature along the route.

Page 15

Roughan & O'Donovan - AECOM Alliance
Consulting Engineers

Beech Hill Road Weir

River Dodder Greenway
Feasibility Study Report

Steep Incline at Ashton's
Quiet Access Road at Ashton's

On the southern side of the river the greenway route would continue to Clonskeagh Road
generally on a cantilever boardwalk structure as far as the building on the corner of
Clonskeagh Road and Beech Hill Road. There is a 3m wide footpath past this building, but
it is unlikely to be able to gain any appreciable extra space from the road in close
proximity to the junction on Clonskeagh Road. In the context of the constraints, it is
considered acceptable to accept the 3m pinch-point locally at this point.

Clonskeagh Road

This section of the route should also include for the following linkages:
a)
Good transitions between the approach cycle lanes on Clonskeagh Road with the
proposed greenway route;
b)
Strong connection into UCD - preferably via Belfield Office Park on Beech Hill Road.
In this context, even if the preferred route runs through the former Smurfit Paper Mills site
and around the Applegreen petrol filling station on the northern side of the river, a new
bridge should be provided towards the junction at Belfield Office Park to allow for the
connection toward the State's largest university. The signalised junction at Belfield Office
Park should also be revised to cater for a toucan crossing from the proposed new bridge.
Belfield Office Park is in private ownership and an agreement would have to be reached
with the landowners if this option is to be pursued. If it proves infeasible, the existing cycle
lanes along Clonskeagh Road should be improved with strong connections across
Clonskeagh Road at the UCD accesses at Richview North (Architecture), Richview South
(Civil Engineering) and Wynnsward Drive (main western entrance).

Beech Hill Road Approach to Clonskeagh Road
Alternatively, the route could continue along the northern riverbank past Ashton's pub
beside the old Smurfit Paper Mills complex with a boardwalk structure around the
Applegreen petrol filling station to Clonskeagh Road at the bridge over the river. This
would require land acquisition from the Smurfit Paper Mills site, which is currently vacant
and partly demolished pending redevelopment. The river bank is likely to be in private
ownership over this section and this option would required land purchase from a number
of properties.
In parallel with the above, it would be desirable for the route to include for an improved
connection to Clonskeagh Road at Ashton's. If a satisfactory solution could be found to
the steep incline at Ashton's - most likely gradual re-grading of the walk along the
riverside, it would be possible to provide this connection. This would also provide a link
towards Ranelagh. It would be desirable, in this context, to improve facilities along
Clonskeagh Road, possibly by including a toucan crossing just south of the Ashton's
access road and rearranging Clonskeagh Road to provide a two-way facility on the
western side as far as the Beech Hill Road junction (in addition to retaining the existing
southbound on road cycle lane).
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Plant species are present along the River Dodder that are uncommon to Dublin include
giant fescue, broad leaved helleborine, ivy broomrape, three corned leek and bulbous
butter cup which grow along the Smurfit site, There is significant growth of ivy broomrape
beside the upper path between Ashton's and Donnybrook. An otter holt was recorded at
Clonskeagh Bridge in 2004 and in 2007 otter signs were recorded. An otter survey will be
required in this location and the design will need to ensure no disturbance to otter holts
occurs.
(3)

Clonskeagh Road to Dundrum Road at Milltown
Depending on the choice of (a) preferred route(s) between Ashton's and Clonskeagh
Road, either one or two new toucan crossings will be required on Clonskeagh Road.
These can be integrated into the existing traffic signal arrangements at the Beech Hill
Road junction and the southbound stop line on Clonskeagh Road moved further north, if
necessary.
There is an existing off-road greenway route along the southern side of the river between
Clonskeagh Road and Dundrum Road. This is generally suitable for inclusion in the
overall scheme with the following minor improvements:

Widening from 3m to 4m and installation of trimmer kerbs to prevent vegetation
encroachment;

Re-grading of the approach to Dundrum Road to remove existing steep incline;

Rebuilding of low wall on the eastern side of Dundrum Road to better facilitate
cyclists;
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Better approach to toucan crossing across Dundrum Road and improved landing
area on either side of the toucan crossing.

Middle Section with Retaining Walls

Access from Ardán na Trá

Route along Southern Side of River (note some vegetation ingress)

Western Section near Milltown
Steep incline to Dundrum Road and low wall restricting access
Dublin City Council has requested that a complementary route along the northern side of
the river is also investigated, which would provide a loop feature within a riverside park on
both banks. There is an existing walking track already substantially in place but it is
narrow in sections. There is scope to improve and widen this route, but it would be costly
along the section near Scully's Field (behind Ramleh Park), where retaining walls would
have to be set back to achieve a minimum 3m width.

If this route is developed as a parallel option on the northern side of the river, it could avail
of the existing underpass under Dundrum Road on the northern side of the river, thereby
providing an improved crossing across Dundrum Road.
Scully's Field is an area of particular ecological interest. Badgers and otters are both
recorded in the area. If the northern route along the river is developed on this section, it
shall require mammal survey and the potential requirement for artificial otter holts to
mitigate the negative impacts on the otter population. Bats are known to use the area with
five species recorded in 2007.
There is an opportunity to create another feature along the route at the park opposite the
catholic church in Milltown. A feature sheltered tourist signboard should be considered
providing information on Milltown Village and the various services available such as a cafe
and shops

`
Access from Clonskeagh Road on North Bank at Clonskeagh Road
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